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History 9-2 // Mr. Watt

Core Data for a History Paper

When you write a paragraph or a paper for a history class, be sure you always identify and use the core data-points that make for a good history paper.

The seven parts of the core data of any paragraph are:

   1. a person's name



2. a nationality

   3. a place





4. a date or group of dates

   5. a quotation (with a footnote)


6. a content

   7. a context

Person

A person is a human being. When you write about a person (rather than a vague idea), you are specifically rooting your paper in a specific place and time. The words "this Greek king" could refer to anyone between Agamemnon (around 1200 BC) through Alexius Commenus (around 1200 AD).   Be specific.

Nationality

Write about a specific people or nationality. It's easy to say, "the Greeks" or "Greek-speaking", and that helps root your writing even more specifically in a place and time. Get as specific as you need to be. Call the people of Athens Athenians, or the Spartans Lacedemonians. Be specific.

Place

Be specific about place. A battle "outside Athens" may be specific enough, but if it's the Battle of Marathon in 480 BC — which took place about 24 miles from Athens, near a village called Marathon — then you should say so.

Dates

Dates are the bread and butter of historians. Be sure to include a date in every paragraph.  Dates can take two forms: relative dates are statements like "Nine years later," while absolute dates are statements like "In April of 431 BC". Use either format, but include a date.

Students regularly mistake BC and AD, and forget that dates in the era before Christ run backwards. The most recent year in BC is 1 BC; 509 BC is four hundred eight years earlier than that, and 1209 BC is another seven centuries earlier than that!

For reasons too technical to explain here, the letters AD (which stand for Anno Domini meaning "Year of the Lord", and counts years since the Birth of Christ) go in front of the year number. So AD 1348, AD 1292, AD 1756, AD 2009....

Quotation

A quotation is a direct copy of someone else's statement. It is best to use a primary source, or one of the four P's: a poet, playwright, politician, or personality from the time period you're discussing.  Use Google: a person’s name, plus “quotations” may often return good results.

A quotation should be a direct statement, and it uses a particular grammar. For example:

    * According to Pericles, "Our constitution is called a democracy because our government is not in the hands of a minority, but of the whole people."

It is best to footnote a quotation, or use parentheses to list the source of your quotation.

Content

To include the content of your historical writing, be sure to mention directly the thing you are writing about. It is best to do this in your topic sentence. If your subject is the difference between tragedy and comedy, consider saying this:

    * "Ancient Greek dramas belong to one of two types of plays, comedies or tragedies."

You're telling your audience that comedies and tragedies are plays, and that they were performed in ancient Greek times. Content sentences make great first sentences.

Context

Context means the larger subject frame, or a reference to the time period that you are talking about.

In the example under Content, above, you were writing about tragedy and comedy. The content was the subject of ancient Greek theater. Context, in that case, would mean something like this:

    * "In the Age of Pericles, between the Persian and Peloponnesian Wars, the theater flourished as an art form. Professional actors performed two kinds of plays, tragedies and comedies."

The first part of the first sentence isn't about theater at all. It's about the time period in which the theater flourished, and it "bookmarks" just exactly when it was — a peaceful, prosperous age between two terrible and devastating wars. Is it easy for theater to be successful in such a time? Very likely, and it suggests that you know how other art forms became popular in the same era.
� Pericles, “Funeral Oration” from Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War






